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RMD - Shortened USDA Weekly Weather/Crop Conditions Report:
7 Jan 26

December 28, 2025 — January 3, 2026, provided by USDA/WAOB
International Weather and Crop Summary

Global Weather Highlights (Early January 2026)
Europe Cold temperatures and widespread snow affected central, northern, and eastern regions.

Middle East Two storms delivered rain and snow across most areas. Below-normal temperatures prevailed
in western and central parts, while lingering warmth continued in Iran.

Northwest Africa Morocco saw further moderate to heavy rain, in contrast to dry conditions over Algeria
and Tunisia.

Australia Mostly sunny skies supported winter crop harvesting across western, southern, and southeastern
areas. However, excessive rain maintained flooding in northern Queensland.

South Africa Generous rainfall soaked eastern corn-growing regions, maintaining good soil moisture. The
western corn belt remained somewhat drier.

Argentina Abundant northern rains benefited cotton, but moisture shortages in the south limited progress
in key grain and oilseed areas.

Brazil Widespread showers aided soybean pod-setting in core growing regions, though moisture stayed
erratic in the northeast.
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SOUTH AFRICA
Early January 2026

Eastern corn belt and coastal sugar-producing areas enjoyed continued favorable conditions. Scattered
showers (10—-100 mm) maintained high soil moisture, moderated temperatures (daytime highs in the upper
20s to lower 30s °C), and supported a strong outlook for the summer crop season.

In contrast, the western corn belt experienced mostly drier conditions with building heat, seeing daytime
highs in the mid to upper 30s °C.

The Cape Provinces were predominantly dry and hot, with temperatures reaching the upper 30s to lower
40s °C. While typical for the Northern Cape, this increased water demand for irrigated crops in the Western

and Eastern Cape.

INDIAN
OCEAN

10 ATLANTIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAK

Previous Image - Total mm New Image - Total mm

AUSTRALIA
Early January 2026

Dry conditions dominated most primary crop areas, with sunny skies and near-normal temperatures
supporting winter crop harvesting across western, southern, and southeastern Australia.

Light to moderate showers (2—20 mm) affected easternmost croplands in northern New South Wales and
southern Queensland, briefly slowing fieldwork but boosting soil moisture for flowering cotton and vegetative-
to-flowering sorghum.

For the second straight week, heavy to excessive rainfall (100—330 mm, locally higher) struck northern
Queensland (north of main croplands), triggering widespread flooding and infrastructure damage.
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ARGENTINA
Early January 2026

Abundant rainfall continued in northern Argentina, with totals mostly 10-50 mm (locally over 100 mm),
supporting developing cotton crops.

In contrast, southern agricultural zones remained much drier, with little to no rain (<10 mm), increasing stress
on key grain and oilseed belts and further depleting soil moisture across La Pampa.

Temperatures were mostly above normal (1-4 °C above average), with daytime highs in the mid to upper
30s °C and isolated peaks reaching the lower 40s °C.

Planting and harvest progress (as of 30 December):
— Cotton: 80% planted

— Corn: 86% planted

— Soybeans: 86% planted

— Wheat: 87% harvested
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BRAZIL
Early January 2026

Optimal conditions largely prevailed for summer crops, supported by consistent moisture across southern
regions.

Weekly rainfall totaled 10-50 mm generally, with localized areas exceeding 50 mm. These moderate showers
boosted soil moisture to ideal levels in key states like Rio Grande do Sul and Parana, aiding ongoing crop
development.

Temperatures were mostly near normal, though eastern coastal areas saw above-average heat (1-4 °C
above normal). Daytime highs ranged from lower to mid-30s °C, with some eastern and northeastern spots
reaching the upper 30s °C.

As of 30 December, Rio Grande do Sul officials noted strong vegetative vigor in most soybeans—especially
early-planted fields—with initial flowering underway thanks to favorable moisture, warmth, and sunlight.
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Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB. This report is a shortened version of the Weekly USDA report.

Full report - https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/wwcb.pdf
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